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Abstract

‘Inclusive education’ can be defined as a concept that protects
the right to equal education through a human rights approach.
‘Inclusive education’ approach, is a strategy to achieve the goal
of education for all. This is a new trend in global education in
the 21st century. Sri Lanka has entered into global conventions
on the equal right of every child to education as well as the
compulsory provision of primary education. The purpose of
this research is to study how integrated education works in the
school system in Sri Lanka. It is also focused on identifying
problems and proposing solutions. Research-related findings
were presented by analyzing quantitative and qualitative data
through a mixed research methodology. Four schools with a
special unit implementing inclusive education in the udunuwara
Education Zone in Kandy District were selected as the sample.
Preliminary and secondary data were obtained by conducting
interviews with education administrative officers, principals
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and deputy principals, teachers in special unit, teachers in
general classrooms and parents providing questionnaires and
monitoring the school environment and the overall community.
8.7% of the total population of Sri Lanka suffers from any form
of disability, and inclusive education is required to provide
educational opportunities under compulsory education without
segregating them from the society. Identifying the special needs
children is a key step of inclusive. Second step is to include
them into special education, then integration into the general
classroom are some of the steps that work in inclusive education.
In some cases, referrals are made first in the general classroom,
and special needs are identified in the learning-teaching process
and referred to a special unit, and in some cases, the specialist
teacher summon to the general classroom. This process is taking
place in some school system in Sri Lanka while there are some
weaknesses in other schools when taking place this process.
Lack of wareness of stakeholders and the school community
about education, lack of positive and positive attitudes, lack of
vocational training, lack of support from ordinary classroom
teachers, special unit teacher or specialist, lack of integration
of Educational authorities: Inadequate intervention, curriculum
coverage and the existence of a competitive examination system
and lack of professional satisfaction are some of the problems
and challenges that arise in the implementation of inclusive
education. This research studies how the whole process of
Inclusive Education take place in Sri Lanka and the problems
related to this process. The education system of Sri Lanka need

further development so that to the each and every child can enter
to the general classrooms.

Key Words : Children with Special Needs; Inclusive Education;
Intergration Education; Special Education
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