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Abstract

Teaching or learning a second or foreign language is a more
complex process. It can be supposed that the history of that
process is as old as the history of languages. After the twentieth
century, the process of teaching second or foreign languages
began in a more scientific way. Under this, new approaches
and strategies were tried. Some of the methods that came
into use were popular and some of methods were mixed with
popular ones and still exist up to date. The four variants of the
measurement of proficiency in all these strategies were the four
skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Eventually,
linguists realized that, in addition to the four skills, cultural
skills were essential in language acquisition. At present, in the
development of language learning and teaching methods under
applied linguistics, cultural competence has come to the attention
of scholars as an additional unit of language measurement. In
the process of language learning and teaching around the world,
there is a particular focus on cultural competence at the national
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and institutional levels. Cultural proficiency is a popular topic
in the language learning and teaching process today. In this
research, it is discussed how the cultural competence, in addition
to the four skills, makes an impact on the language acquisition
and the process of language learning and teaching with special
reference to the Sinhala language and Chinese Language.

Keywords : Apply linguistics, Cultural competence, forign
language, four skills, Proficiency
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Culture plays an essential role in Language teaching with the goal of
promoting communicative competence for learners. In addition, if
culture is integrated with the study of language, learning is to derive
lasting benefits from their language learning experience. (Omaggio
and Hadley, 1986)
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