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Abstract

Cave orrock paintings in the primitive style are not only an artistic
reflection of Sri Lankan heritage, but also a socio-archaeological
representation. Several such paintings of the same style have
been found on a naturally set stone roof, which however was
drip ledge carved and prepared for the use of Buddhist monks in
the historical period at the Piyangala archaeological site in the
Amparadistrict. The main objective of this study was to document
all of these paintings in a systematic manner, with a specific
attention on these paintings, and also to provide a comparative
interpretation of the paintings in the Sri Lankan primitive style
as a whole. These paintings were depicted at a height of about
2/3 feet above ground level at the time of this study (2012). It
can be observed that a significant number of the paintings found
on this rock plateau have been degraded due to natural causes
but some of the paintings are considerably preserved. If the
authors of these paintings as a whole were striving for totality,
the recognition of that potential in the present context would
be limited. Accumulated in four clusters, the paintings are
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numerically recognized as 19 separate ones. As determined by

-previous researchers, these images can be classified as human

figures, animal figures, and indistinguishable figures. Among

them, a scene of a family and a depiction of elephant hunting are
‘notably recognizable. As shown in this document, the paintings

in clusters 1, 2, and 3 are painted in pale white and may have
been used lime plastered or diluted ash. It is significant that the
paintings in the no. 4 cluster are painted in dark green. Since
the comparison and external factors these paintings would be

‘belonged to the historical period.

Key words: Cave paintings, Elephant hunting, Piyangala temple,
Primitive style, Rock paintings, Family,
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