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Abstract

‘Thesole object of this paper is to scrutinize the usage and meaning
of the compounded term sanaramara occurring in the texts
“handed down in Pali, Sinhala and [Buddhist] Sanskrit. It seems
t some average people assume that this term is a synonym for
¢ Buddha. Some academics also recently attempted to justify
s assumption. Furthermore, they declare that since the average
ople use the aforementioned term as an epithet of the Buddha, it
S to be accepted to be a synonym for the Buddha. In this paper,
lying attention to a series of reliable sources, I demonstrate that
S view of some academics is highly unfounded. To legitimize
¢ reliable meaning of sanardmara, 1 provide the reader with
t deal of examples from classical Sinhala texts, the Tipitaka,
h is the canon of the Mahavihara school, Atthakathas or
ommentaries, Tikas or Sub-commentaries, [Buddhist] Sanskrit
» lexicons as well as Sinhala songs. To recapitulate the
°nts of this paper, the term sanaramara can be rendered only
‘With human beings and deities’ (sa= with + nara=human
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beings, +amara=non-human beings, i.e. deities). According to
Bodhicaryavatarapaiijika, the particle sa stands for ‘the worldly
beings including Asuras’. Asuras are a type of supernatural
beings. According to the Rasavahini the Buddha preached his
Dhamma (‘teaching’) to sanaramaras. If the term sanaramara
really refers to the Buddha, it means that the Buddha preached his
teaching to himself, which is utterly impractical. Therefore, it is
clear that the term sanaramara cannot be used as a synonym for
the Buddha. In conclusion, I point out that reading an arbitrary
manning into the term sanaramara is a terrible blunder, and
it might lead the students and scholars of academic Buddhist
Studies to go along with a misapprehension.

Keywords: Buddha, deities,
sanaramara

human beings, interpretation,
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