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The influence of the Sanskrit Literature in Enriching Sinhala
Folklore: An Investigative Study
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Abstract

The People living in different societies have acquired
vast learning as a result of the gift of knowledge from their
elders. The knowledge that those elderly people have inherited
from oral generation is innate in its creative quality. That path
of knowledge is known as folklore. The Proverbs, similes
and idioms can be identified in the study of Sinhala folklore.
Throughout that folklore, it can identify a lot of information
of life styles and social existence of those who lived and are
still living in the community. There is no doubt that stories and
statements contained in literature and events related to people
who speak different languages were helpful in creating those
statements that come in folklore. Especially, it can be seen in
the analysis that the Sanskrit language and literature have made
an impaction the development of the Sinhala language and
literature and the didactic stories and statements contained in the
books written in the Sanskrit language have been helpful in the
creation of proverbs, similes and idioms belonging to the Sinhala
folklore. Therefore, it is need of the hour to make a study on it.
Therefore, this study is conducted by comparing the incidents
and statements of the stories in the books of Paficatantra and
Hitopadesa, famous books of Sanskrit didactic literature and the
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Slokas of Pratya Sataka, with statements and stories mentioned
in the Sinhala folklore.

Keywords:- Proverbs, Similes and Idioms, Paficatantra, Hitopadesa,
Pratya Sataka, Sinhala folklore
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