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A Study of Horanewa Manufacturing Technology and its Peculiarities
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Abstract

Historical information reveals that the art of ensemble
in Sri Lanka dates back to the Yaksha, Naga and tribal eras
that existed even before the arrival of King Vijaya. Indigenous
ensembles can also be described as an art that evolved with the
development of man in different periods due to various invasions.
A large number of ensemble instruments used by the Sri Lankan
village artist from then to now are revealed in bibliographical
information such as the Mahavamsa, Thupavamsa, Dambadeniya
Asna, Kuveni Asna and Saddharmalankara. These ensembles are
dividedintofivetypes mainly thatisnamedas the “Panchathurya”,
that includes; ‘“Aathatha”, “Vithatha”, ‘Vithathaathatha”,
“Ghana” and “Susira”, of which “Susira” is the calibration
of blowing instruments that includes the horanewa too. The
horanewa can be introduced as the only chord instrument used
by the Sinhala folk artist of the day among the instruments of
the “Panchathurya”. The main purpose of this research is to
investigate the technical methods used in the production of this
musical instrument called Horanewa and its characteristics.
Why does the horanewa instrument used in present not produce
its own sound? In relation to the problem that arose, data was
collected through qualitative research methods, analyzed and
interpreted and conclusions were reached. As revealed in this
descriptive research, the trumpet is a special musical instrument
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built with the technology of three traditional manufacturing
industries. This research will be important to introduce and
preserve the arts related to this musical instrument which is
gradually dying out to the new generation.

Keywords:- Indigenous ensembles, Panchathurya, Technical
methods, Characteristics, Traditional use
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