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Inquiry into the pusiria-papa, (Merits and Demerits) and
kusala-akusala (Wholesome and Unwholesome)
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Abstract

One of the most frequently discussed terms in the
ethical aspects of Buddhism is punna-papa and
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kusala- akusala. The term pusifia-papa here can be traced
back to the religious background from the pre-Buddhist
era. But the terms kusala and kusala are found exclusively
in Buddhism. The question that arises here is whether the
above words have a similar meaning or whether there is any
difference between them. Scholars have different views on
this subject. [ think some positive answer to the above problem
can be found in the study of ancient Buddhist teachings and
commentaries. Accordingly, in the commentary, there are
instances where the above Pufina -kusala and Papa -Akusala
are synonymous. But in the conceptual interpretations of
those terms, we can see how the term of happiness and
misery are interpreted in the material world through the term
of Papa -Akusala. Also, the terms kusala - Akusala are often
found in commentaries on the Buddhist concept of Nirvana.

Keywords: Puninia-papa, kusala-akusala, Existence,
Enlightenment
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solemn, festive, ferial sxEds’ DO» CHBw:s @E8wss »I&.
(Williams, Sanskrit English Dictionary; P. 632).
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