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Abstract

The Gal Vihara built by King Parakramabahu can be identified as
the place with the greatest works of stone sculpture belonging to the
Polonnaruwa period. In this location, we can also observe two statues
of the Buddha in the posture of Samadhi, a Hitipilimaya statue and a
Parinirvana statue. Various views have been put forward by the early
historians regarding these statues. Many theories and assumptions
were mostly written about the standing statue (Hitipilimaya). D.T.
Devendra and S.M. Baros declared and published that this statue is
in the image of Ananda Thero. (Lagamuwa, 1999. Page 148) One
other scholar has also endorsed this theory. Although various views
were expressed regarding the positioning of the hands of this statue
(Hands tied to it’s chest), Ven. Prof. Kamburupitiye Vanaratana Thero
proposed that this is the Ashisha pose while Prof. Paranavithana
suggested that it is the Paradukkha Dukkhitha pose.However, early
scholars have failed to present a unified theory on all four of these
statues. I would like to present my theory that all four of these statues
together represent an all-encompassing character description of the
Buddha. In explication I postulate the following to be depicted from
the Polonaruwa stone sculptures. Firstly, that the Samadhi statue
outside the Vidyadhara cave is a reflection of the meditational process
required for enlightenment. Secondly that the Samadhi statue inside
the Vidyadhara cave, represents the understanding of the philosophies
of Dibba Chakkhu, Pubbeniwasanussathi and Asawawakkhaya Gnana
and eventually the achievement of enlightenment. . Thirdly that the
Hitipilimaya statue describes the life of the Buddha during the 45
year period of his life after enlightenment. Finally that the Parinirvana
statue depicts the preaching of the last words of the Buddha and the
attaining of Parinirvana. This is referred to as “Nirupadesha Nirwaana
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Dhathuwen Parinirwanayata Pathweema®. Thus it is my opinion that
these statues represent the rise to enlightenment, enlightenment, 45 years
of Dharma preaching and Sambuddha Pariniravanaya of the Buddha.

Key Words: Gal Vihara, King Parakramabahu, Hitipilimaya, statue
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