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Abstract

Nandana Weerasinghe has a special place among the
poets who are engaged in composing poetry in the Sinhala
literary tradition. The uniqueness of Weerasinghe’s poetic works
is to inherit a poetic practice nourished by the Sinhala classical
language. His poetry works such as Kiri Suwadeti Ratriyak
(1991), Satyakama Nam Wemi (1995), Giraga (1998), Mahat
Sada Pini Bideka (2002) and Kshana Niyama (2019) were
awarded the ‘State Literary Award’ in the respective years which
shows the uniqueness of his poetry. In addition to this, his works
such as Gingage Wilapaya (1984), Candra Bimba (2005) and
Sahas Res Yata (2011) also show the author’s talent in poetry.
The main purpose of this research article is to analyze the
special features of the language used by Nandana Weerasinghe
in his poems. Weerasinghe has a creative use of language that
is inspired by classical literature and has very meaningful
expressions. He showed a preference as well as a skill for the
metaphor rather than the simile and the use of symbols rather
than the conventional terms. The research problem here is to
investigate what kind of language Weerasinghe has used in
his poetry books. All the poetic works composed by him were
studied in this research and the various language effects used in
it were examined in depth. Thus, when we pay attention to all the
poetic works of Weerasinghe, it is seen that there is a beautiful
poetic language that gradually became superior. Sometimes
he uses simple language and sometimes deep language in
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his works. Accordingly, the poet spreads his authority to the
intelligent reader as well as to the common reader. It is doubtful
whether a writer has appeared in recent times who has worked
so much with metaphors rather than similes. Starting with the
poem ‘Gingage Vilapaya’ and ending with the last published
collection of poetry ‘Kshana Niyama’, it is possible to see that
the poetic language of the author has gradually become superior
and standard.

Keywords:- Language usages, Metaphors, Poetics, Semantics,
Symbols.
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