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Abstract

Sidat Sangarava is the oldest remaining Sinhala Grammar
Book written during the Dambadeniya Period. The alphabet is
divided into two main categories: vowels and consonants. Sidat
Sangarava consists of ten vowels and twenty consonants. There is
also a division of vowels as short and long vowels. However, all
vowels have not been added to the alphabet in Sidat Sangarava.
The author of Sidat Sangarava has treated vowel [&] (we) as a
development of vowel [a] (w). Letters such as [ru] [ru:] [li] [1i:]
(iD) (iDD) (I) (I) have also been excluded from the alphabet.
A number of examples have been cited in the addition of long
vowels to the book. The author has also cited examples from
common usage and poetic usage when adding Velar Nasal sound
[n] to the alphabet. It also excludes all classifications related to
consonants and Pre Nasalized consonants. Aspirated consonants
and the Voiceless Affricate [tJa] (p) have not been added to the
alphabet since it has been composed with the aim of proposing
proper guidelines for poetry. Although the author has not added
them to the alphabet their function has been done through other
letters. This research paper examines the reasons and factors that
contributed for Sidat Sangarava author to make such changes in
vowels and consonants.

Key words:- Velar Nasal sound, Vowel [&], Long vowels, Sidat
Sangarava, Vowels and Consonants
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