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Sinhalese Inscriptions written in a poetic language
302006 e@idmTecenit) 8w B8
Abstract

The purpose of an inscription is to state very briefly the
report to be told. There were various reasons for it. It is a very
difficult task to prepare a stone slab, a stone pillar or a rock in
a suitable shape to write inscriptions. It is inconceivable that
poetic prose compositions containing nonsense and boasting
could be written on a stone prepared in such a way. Similarly,
works with high praises are found in abundance in verse rather
than prose. There are several inscriptions written in verse form
in Sinhalese, but they are not perfect in lyrical and poetic
aspects. However, inscriptions written in a poetic language
style with lengthy praises are found here and there in Sri Lanka.
They are as follows: Jeétovanarams inscription of IV Mihindu,
Ambogamuva rock inscription of 1 Vijoyebahu, Minipé slab
inscription, Kirinda pillar inscription of Epa Mihindu, Topa
Vava inscription, Déva Pratirajo slab inscription, Polonnaru
pillar inscription of V Mihindu, Sagomo rock inscription, and
Kondovattovan pillar inscription. The research problem here
is to inquire whether there are inscriptions written in a poetic
language pattern among the Sinhalese inscriptions. This article
is written under the qualitative research method by taking the
compilations of inscriptions made by Senarath Paranavithana
and other scholars as primary sources and the related research
books, journals etc. as secondary sources. Sinhalese people of
Sri Lanka recorded the information about the donations they had
made on a stone with a simple language in the early stage of our
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history. But in the later period they used literary exaggerated and
figurative language to inscribe their ideas on a stone. Because of
that, we can make it clear that there is a poetic language style on
several inscriptions written in Sri Lanka.

Keywords:- Inscriptions, Pillar Inscriptions, Poetic Language,
Rock Inscriptions, Slab Inscriptions
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