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Characteristics of the Collective 
Unconsciousness

Characteristics of the Buddhist 
Reincarnation

Syncretized approach (evolution-
ary, biological, and metaphysical 
view) into past life experiences

Metaphysical or spiritual approach 
into past life experiences

The person is unconscious about 
past experiences

The person is either conscious or 
unconscious about past experiences

Past experiences affect the present 
life and at times individual’s certain 
behavior reflects the past experi-
ences

Previous experiences negatively or 
positively affect the present life

Past experiences remaining in the 
collective unconscious are trained 
or habits behaviors, not conse-
quence of an action

Experiences that store in the per-
sonal unconsciousness are conse-
quence of an action or might be a 
result of a trained or habit behavior.

Some behaviors are innate and 
conditioned

Both innate and conditioned behav-
iors are acknowledged

Previous experiences deposit in the 
cumulative unconscious

Past experiences store in the per-
sonal unconsciousness

In some occasion, former trained 
experiences spontaneously come 
into play in the pertinent situation 
or object

Conclusion 

This article investigated how Jungian concept of 
collective unconscious mind uncovered the previous existence 
of humankind. Above analysis shows that Jung has repeatedly 
acknowledged the psychic existence (mental or any other 
metaphysical entity) within the individuals. Buddhism also 
upholds the idea of psychic existence. According to Buddhism, 
our previous experiences exist in the personal unconsciousness, 
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