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Abstract

A Buddhist Council is held for the purpose of preserving
the purity of the doctrine (the Dhamma) and the monastic
discipline (the Vinaya). This is clearly evident in the first, second
and third Councils convened in the distant past and others
which were subsequently held. By the 19th century, there was
a religious, socio — economic and environmental degradation in
Sri lanka due to political instability. As a result, the practice of
Buddhism, which began in the Anuradhapura period, had been
hampered. It was Ven. Walivita Asarana Sarana Saranankara
Sangharaja thera who devoted himself to revive the * Buddha
Sasana ”’ in the country. The Sudarshana Buddhist Council held
in Palmadulla was a result of this great renaissance. The purpose
of it was to compile the words of the Buddha. The Council was
presided over by world — renowned scholarly Bhikhus. The
historical record of the Council states that they first recited
and compiled the monastic discipline and then the Sutra and
Abhidhamma pitakas. The Palmadulla Buddhist Council was
held under the patronage of Iddamalgoda Abhayakon Atapattu
Ralahami, the Basnayaka Nilame (the chief lay custodian of a
Dewale) but with no support provided by the government.
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Thera, the Buddhist Council held in Palmadulla, Iddamalgoda
Basnayaka Nilame, Bhikhu who presided over the Council
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