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Cuti-patisandhi Examination through the Emphasis on Dibba-
cakkhu knowledge: A Critical Study
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Abstract

Dibba-cakkhu knowledge is one of the special knowledge
ranges. The special knowledge here refers to the six types of
supernormal knowledges or higher knowledges (chalabhiffia).
Of these, Pubbenivasanussati is the knowledge which is
directly related to one’s past lives of the samsaric journey. It
gives the relevant Arahants the ability to penetrate on the pre-
existing nature of the beings. According to the Pali Tipitaka, the
Bodhisatta acquired this special skill of enlightenment on the
first watch of the night when the mind attached to the world
of form was concentrating on the Fourth Absorption. Its range
extends from the commemoration of a single birth to a period
within which evolution and dissolution of the world takes place
(sanvatta-vivatta kappa); a complete world cycle. The second
subject of knowledge is primarily relevant to the subject of our
research. That is Dibba-cakkhu or Cuttipapata fiana. On closer
inspection, there is an extremely harmonious combination of
Pubbenivasanuttati fiana and Dibba-cakkhu fiana. That is to say,
the pre-births order of the beings is inquired with the above-
mentioned knowledge and passing away and re-appearing (cuti-
patisandhi) and karmic destinations of such beings are examined
by the Dibba-cakkhu. In that qualitative test, Siddhattha, the
Bodhisatta discerned how they are inferior & superior, beautiful
& ugly, fortunate & unfortunate and he attained this knowledge
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in the second watch of the night in accordance with their
kamma. This research work is fully extended to highlight the
above peculiarities mentioned in the most recent sentence. It
was named by the researcher as Cuti-patisandhi Examination. In
fact, it was an examination or an investigation conducted only
by the Buddha himself or by the enlightened Arahants.

Keywords : Dibbacakku, Cuti-Patisandhi, Kamma, Abifina,
Cutiipapata-nana.
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