103

063 MBS B BRSO B
8ede So88y Sb®®ES

DOV P@IoWesess B

Abstract

Kos$a and Nighantu are Lexicographical works and two types
of scientific texts in Sanskrit Literature. However, these differ in
many respects. The Nighantu is the oldest one and its purpose
was essentially the interpretation of sacred Vedic texts. The
Kosa texts were prepared to assist the poets in their writings.
Further, the Nighantus contained nominal and verbal forms and
dealt with one particular text. The KoS$as are in verse, including
nouns and indeclinables not based on any particular text.

The oldest works on lexica have come as fragments only.
One of the earliest texts, the Amarakosa, was composed by
Amarasinha, who was a Buddhist. This work is synonymous
and arranged in three chapters by subjects, on homonyms,
indeclinables, and genders. First chapter includes the words of
heaven, gods, atmosphere, stars, time, word, language, sound,
music, dance, snakes, sea, water, island, river, water animals
and water plants etc. Chapter number two contains words for
the earth, city, mountain, forest, trees, plants, animals, man,
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woman, relationships, illness, body parts, different kinds of
garments, ornaments, the four castes, and their professions.
The third chapter contains adjectives, compound words, and
supplements on homonyms, indeclinables, and the gender of nou
ns.

There were many commentators on the Amarakos$a, and
the later lexicographical works also related to Amarakos$a. This
article aims to explain the history of Sanskrit Kosa and Nighantu
literature briefly, and it will open a window to investigate the
one part of scientific work on Sanskrit literature.

Keywords:  Lexicography, Kisa, Nighantu, Dictionary,
Etimology.
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Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary - ‘Lexicon’ 1. All the
words and phrases used in a particular language or subject; all
the words and phrases used and known by a particular person or
group of people.

2. A list of words on a particular subject or in a language in
alphabetical order. (wehmeier: 2003, 739).
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