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Abstract

“Palingu Menike” represented the inception of the history of Sri
Lankan teledrama. Its theme was to present to the audience how
traditional rural society has been transformed by the neo-liberal
economy. The objective of this research was to explore the social
and literary space of “Palingu Menike” teledrama by using it as
the main case study. This study can be highlighted as a library
research. All the teledrama scenes and the textual script have been
used as the main source of the study. Though “Palingu Menike”
represented the initial stage of the Sri Lankan teledrama, it was
able to portray the socio-cultural structure of rural society in
Sri Lanka through different characters. For example, it depicts
the ancient village artist Menikhami Gurunnance, Panditha
Thero, Palingu Menike, Iskole Mahaththaya, Wijepala, Podi
Appuhamy and Ukkun. Surasena's character is symbolized as
a cultural carrier who brought the neo-liberal economy to the
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village.“Palingu Menike” can be emphasized as a realistictele
narrative that engenders a sense of humor as well as sympathetic
tone of the rural of life.Its plot internally emphasizes the
ideological conflict between the Sinhala-Buddhist nationalist
and the neoliberal trade economy.

Keywords: Neo-liberal economy, Palingu Manike, Rural
Artist, Surasena, Teledrama,
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