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Abstract:

Due to the socio-economic transformation that took place in the
country during the colonial era, the traditional social institutions
that had been active in the country until then were replaced.
Accordingly, the development of a new socio-economic system
as a result of the new social institutions and its activities was
largely completed during the British rule. That is, the modern
era of Sri Lankan history began in the early nineteenth century.
This study examines how the reality of Sri Lankan society’s
entry into modernity is recreated in contemporary Sinhala
fiction. The theory here is based on the methodology of the
study of Sociology of Literature, as well as the theory of Marxist
literature, as well as the Subaltern study approach. Data analysis
was performed according to the qualitative data analysis
methodology. The new cities that emerged as industrialization
and urbanization, or modernization, became the centre of vast
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centres such as businesses and government institutions in the
country, and as a whole they had the potential to influence all
aspects of people’s lives. On the one hand, the modern literature
that emerged in Sri Lanka as a result of the colonial process was
completely different in content as well as ideology from the pre-
colonial literature. This modern literature recreated a set of new
social experiences and examined how Sinhala fiction was able
to reliably recreate reality.

Keywords: Industrialization, Modernity, Pre-Colonial Society,
Colonial Society, Sinhala Fiction
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